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team of more than 30 professionals 
serving a six-county region. Through-
out her three decades of leadership, 
The Right Place has assisted thousands 
of west Michigan companies to invest 
more than $5 billion and create 48,500 
new jobs throughout the region. 

Ms. Klohs also helped the region, 
known for its manufacturing heritage, 
to grow its skill and sophistication in 
making things, from medical devices to 
office furniture. In the process, she 
helped the region grow and increase 
the job opportunities across many sec-
tors. Those efforts attracted attention 
worldwide, with ‘‘The Economist’’ last 
year citing Grand Rapids as ‘‘the most 
successful intensive manufacturing 
city in America’’ and Forbes ranking 
Grand Rapids No. 2 on its list of the top 
15 industrial cities in America. 

Over her career, Ms. Klohs worked 
closely with five Michigan Governors 
to pursue economic development op-
portunities around the globe. The re-
gion is now home to 136 foreign compa-
nies, including more than 50 from her 
homeland of Germany. She is credited 
with fostering countless public-private 
ventures that advance the economic 
prosperity of the region, including the 
Medical Mile which is the 10th largest 
life science cluster in the United 
States, the Michigan Manufacturing 
Technology Center West, and partner-
ships with Hello West Michigan, the 
first employer-driven relocation and 
job information center in the Nation. 

Most recently, The Right Place rec-
ognized that economic prosperity was 
not being shared by all citizens. That 
led to the creation of a New Commu-
nity Transformation Fund to uplift 
communities of color through capital 
investment. As the pandemic reared its 
ugly head throughout 2020, The Right 
Place quickly pivoted to assist in de-
livering $10 million in emergency fi-
nancial aid to 1200 struggling busi-
nesses in the Grand Rapids community 
and harnessed the region’s manufac-
turing ingenuity and supply chains to 
create and distribute lifesaving per-
sonal protective equipment. 

Ms. Klohs’ commitment to the region 
and State was not limited to The Right 
Place. Among the boards she chaired or 
served on are the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation, the Gerald 
R. Ford Airport Authority, the Inter-
national Crossing Authority, and the 
Western Michigan University Board of 
Trustees, her alma mater. 

Ms. Birgit Klohs was fond of saying 
that economic development was ‘‘a 
team sport.’’ After 33 years as captain 
of one of the Nation’s most successful 
teams, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating her for her 
well-earned retirement from The Right 
Place and to wish Birgit and her family 
health and happiness in the years 
ahead.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING SHERRIFF 
STEPHEN BATES 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize Mr. Stephen Bates, 

who was Vermont’s first Black sheriff 
and chief of police. Mr. Bates was 
elected sheriff and chief of police of 
Vergennes, VT, in 1879, where he served 
as a public official until his death in 
1907. 

Mr. Bates faced many obstacles on 
his journey to his elected positions in 
Vergennes. Born in Shirley, VA, in 
1842, historical records show that he 
and his family members were enslaved 
on the Shirley plantation. In August of 
1862, Mr. Bates successfully escape 
from the Shirley plantation. Several 
months prior to the Emancipation Act 
of 1863, Mr. Bates courageously helped 
many other enslaved people escape to 
freedom. 

After the Civil War, when Mr. Bates 
was in the service of officers at Har-
rison’s Landing, Mr. Bates was em-
ployed by U.S. Representative Fred-
erick E. Woodbridge, of Vergennes, VT. 
Mr. Bates worked as Congressman 
Woodbridge’s coachman and moved 
with him to Vergennes in 1866. In 1871, 
Mr. Bates married Frances Mason of 
Elizabethtown, NY, and had two chil-
dren, Rose and Fredrick. The Bates 
family lived on North Street in 
Vergennes until 1880, when their home 
was destroyed by a fire. The residents 
of Vergennes showed much support to 
the family following the fire, rallying 
to raise money to help them during 
that difficult time. 

During his time as chief of police, 
Mr. Bates was responsible for some no-
table arrests, including ‘‘Brooklyn 
Slim’’ and ‘‘Ottawa Red,’’ two members 
of a gang of post office burglars. He 
also had in his custody Oliver Curtis 
Perry, an infamous New York train 
robber of the time. Newspaper articles 
describe Mr. Bates as the arresting offi-
cer in murder, grand larceny, check 
forgery, and vagrancy cases in 
Vergennes and the surrounding area. In 
1897, Mr. Bates was awarded $100 by the 
Assistant Attorney General of the Post 
Office Department for his extraor-
dinary work in arresting two people in-
volved with robbing post offices in 
Morrisville, Glover, and Windsor, VT, 
in 1894. 

Though Mr. Bates dedicated his life 
to his community, he still faced many 
challenges as the first Black sheriff in 
Vermont. During one incident, a man 
tried to kill Sheriff Bates while he was 
responding to a call. And while the 
man was charged with attempted mur-
der, he was found guilty of obstructing, 
beating, and wounding an officer. 
Vergennes community members stated 
that Mr. Bates ‘‘was almost entirely a 
self-taught man, and in the discharge 
of the duties of his office was cool and 
self-restrained, rarely if ever acting 
hastily.’’ Despite this, Mr. Bates was 
not well-compensated for his work and 
was required to work a number of other 
jobs to provide for his family. As he 
was skilled at handling and caring for 
horses, he managed a horse company 
owned by Congressman Woodbridge’s 
son. He also worked as a trusted night 
watchman at a local bank, as well as a 

custodian. Uniquely dedicated to his 
community despite the hardship he 
faced, Mr. Bates also served as an ap-
pointed agent for the Humane Society, 
and he and his family were active 
members of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Vergennes. Mr. Bates died 
from cardiac arrest while milking a 
cow on June 10, 1907. 

I am proud to honor the life and work 
of Mr. Stephen Bates. Though he re-
mains relatively unknown by many 
Vermonters, it is encouraging to know 
that Vergennes and its residents came 
together not long after the end of the 
Civil War to elect Vermont’s first 
Black sheriff and chief of police, who 
was an exemplary public servant and 
community leader. It is a remarkable 
American story that I am glad to 
honor and celebrate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CLEMMONS 
FAMILY 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of Dr. Jack and 
Lydia Clemmons of Charlotte, VT. The 
Clemmons family’s positive impact on 
Vermont is powerful every single day, 
but I am especially pleased to recog-
nize them during Black History Month. 
The Clemmons family has been instru-
mental in preserving and promoting 
African-American farm heritage in my 
home State of Vermont, and for that, I 
am extremely grateful. 

In 1962, Dr. and Mrs. Clemmons 
moved to Vermont, where Dr. 
Clemmons joined the University of 
Vermont’s department of pathology 
and became the second African-Amer-
ican on the faculty of the College of 
Medicine. Dr. Clemmons is nationally 
recognized for his ground-breaking 
work in perinatal pathology and cyto-
genetics. He has long advocated for 
universities to implement recruitment 
strategies that attract and retain more 
students and faculty of color. Mrs. 
Clemmons was the first African-Amer-
ican nurse anesthetist at the Univer-
sity of Vermont Medical Center. 

During the same year that they 
began their careers in Burlington, VT, 
Dr. and Mrs. Clemmons purchased a 
historic farm in Charlotte, which was 
in need of significant repair and im-
provement. They raised five children 
on their farm, while working hard to 
restore its many buildings and working 
lands. For the Clemmons family, as 1 of 
only 17 Black-owned farms in Vermont, 
the work was always about more than 
one farm; it was about the massive loss 
of Black-owned farmland in Vermont 
and across the Nation. 

To that end, Dr. and Mrs. Clemmons 
have worked tirelessly to ensure their 
farm can continue under African-Amer-
ican ownership for generations to 
come. They, along with their family, 
have also dedicated themselves to 
fighting for racial justice and creating 
opportunities for Vermonters to learn 
about Black arts, farming, heritage, 
and culture. The arts are a particular 
passion of Mrs. Clemmons, who ran a 
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shop in their town of Charlotte, which 
featured sculptures and other artwork 
imported from Africa. Additionally, 
the Clemmons farm is now 1 of 22 offi-
cial landmarks on Vermont’s African- 
American Heritage Trail, also serving 
as a multicultural arts center, with a 
gallery and programming for all 
Vermonters to enjoy. 

I am grateful to Dr. and Mrs. 
Clemmons for their enormously impor-
tant contribution to Black farming and 
cultural heritage in our State. I wish 
the entire Clemmons family all the 
best today, and for generations to 
come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN PROCLAMATION 6867 
OF MARCH 1, 1996, WITH RESPECT 
TO THE UNAUTHORIZED ENTRY 
OF ANY UNITED STATES-REG-
ISTERED VESSELS INTO CUBAN 
TERRITORIAL WATERS—PM 2 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to Cuba 
that was declared on March 1, 1996, in 
Proclamation 6867, as amended by 
Proclamation 7757 on February 26, 2004, 
Proclamation 9398 on February 24, 2016, 
and Proclamation 9699 on February 22, 
2018, is to continue in effect beyond 
March 1, 2021. 

There remains a need to continue 
this national emergency, based on a 
disturbance or threatened disturbance 
of the international relations for the 
United States related to Cuba. The un-
authorized entry of any United States- 
registered vessel into Cuban territorial 
waters continues to be detrimental to 
the foreign policy of the United States. 

The unauthorized entry of vessels 
subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States into Cuban territorial 
waters is currently a violation of Fed-
eral law. Further, the unauthorized 
entry of United States-registered ves-
sels into Cuban territorial waters con-
tinues to be detrimental to United 
States foreign policy and counter to 
the purpose of Executive Order 12807, 
which is to ensure, among other things, 
safe, orderly, and legal migration. The 
possibility of large-scale unauthorized 
entries of United States-registered ves-
sels into Cuban territorial waters 
would disturb the international rela-
tions of the United States regarding 
Cuba by allowing for or providing the 
means to facilitate a mass migration of 
Cuban nationals and threatening our 
national security. 

Therefore, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency with respect to Cuba and 
the emergency authority relating to 
the regulation of the anchorage and 
movement of vessels set out in Procla-
mation 6867, as amended by Proclama-
tion 7757, Proclamation 9398, and Proc-
lamation 9699. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 24, 2021. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

REPORT OF THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS ORIGINALLY DE-
CLARED IN PROCLAMATION 9994 
OF MARCH 13, 2020, WITH RE-
SPECT TO THE CORONAVIRUS 
DISEASE 2019 (COVID–19) PAN-
DEMIC—PM 3 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Procla-
mation 9994 of March 13, 2020, begin-
ning March 1, 2020, concerning the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID–19) 

pandemic, is to continue in effect be-
yond March 1, 2021. 

There remains a need to continue 
this national emergency. The COVID– 
19 pandemic continues to cause signifi-
cant risk to the public health and safe-
ty of the Nation. More than 500,000 peo-
ple in this Nation have perished from 
the disease, and it is essential to con-
tinue to combat and respond to 
COVID–19 with the full capacity and 
capability of the Federal Government. 

Therefore, I have determined that it 
is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared in Proclamation 
9994 concerning the COVID–19 pan-
demic. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 24, 2021. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:03 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 208. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
500 West Main Street, Suite 102 in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, as the ‘‘Colonel Carlyle ‘Smitty’ 
Harris Post Office’’. 

H.R. 264. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1101 Charlotte Street in Georgetown, South 
Carolina, as the ‘‘Joseph Hayne Rainey Me-
morial Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 772. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
229 Minnetonka Avenue South in Wayzata, 
Minnesota, as the ‘‘Jim Ramstad Post Of-
fice’’. 

H.R. 813. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1050 Sunset Road Southwest in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, as the ‘‘Jose Hernandez Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 208. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
500 West Main Street, Suite 102 in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, as the ‘‘Colonel Carlyle ‘Smitty’ 
Harris Post Office’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 264. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1101 Charlotte Street in Georgetown, South 
Carolina, as the ‘‘Joseph Hayne Rainey Me-
morial Post Office Building’’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

H.R. 772. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
229 Minnetonka Avenue South in Wayzata, 
Minnesota, as the ‘‘Jim Ramstad Post Of-
fice’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

H.R. 813. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1050 Sunset Road Southwest in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, as the ‘‘Jose Hernandez Post Of-
fice Building’’; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 
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